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OBITUARIES

W elcom e to the C ity of Edinburgh’s prestigious A ssem bly Room s and
to our 70th A nnual Conference. W e have w hatw e believe an excellent]
agenda w ith first class speakers, and of course our conference would
not be com plete w ithout Tommy Carson and a grand troupe of enter-
taners to send us allm erdly on ourw ay hom e.

Continuing the prac-
tice of the last three

M ost of the artistes are professional perfomm ers who are giving of| fjconferences we will

. . be celebrating the
their tim e t help m ake ourday. To all of them we extend our sncere| B ives of our degarted

and grateful thanks, w ith a gpecial thank you to Tommy Carson our] fl members by having
Social Convenorand Com pere w ho has w orked so hard to bring about f[a_ brief standing ova-
this pleasing and happy event. on-

Announcam ents
The A ssem bly Room sw ith an adjpining M usic H all is a very large building and possibly con-
fusing to first tin e visitors, the President w ill be giving inform ation regarding facilites,
m edical assistance, and should we require to vacate the building. Please listen carefully t©
w hathe hasto say.

Tndebtedness
The Soottish PensionsA ssociation m em bership express sihcere thanks to the C iy of Edin-
burgh Council forhosting this event, and to all those w ho have w orked so hard tom ake ita
success, nam ely, the Lord Provost’s Secretariat, the C atering saff, the M anagerof the A ssem -
bl Room s and Council saff for the preparation of the conference venue.




K eynote Speakers

n the pastw e have been forumate in having excellent speakers to address curdelegates, this year's conference
isno exception. W e are indeed privileged t© have w ith us today gpeakers w ho are notonly ocutsanding 1 thei
field butw orthy of everyone s undivided attention . A 1l of them are exceptionally busy people who are giving
valuable tim e to be w ith us, therefore please ensure they 1eceive a very wam and sincere SPA w elcom e and
ovation.

Badges

Ournew badge, has attracted considerable Interest and considered very atiractive, it highlights our Scottish
heritage and ourvery long history as a cam paigning pensioners’ organisation .. Each badge costs £1 50 and can
e purchased from ours@ll. Buy one and w ear itw ith pride.

M anagem ent C om m idee E lections

To com ply w ith our constitution any one who has held the sam e office for a continuous period of ten years
m uststand dow n. Ik is therefore w ith regret thatJohn W ilson our President forthatperiod of tim e has to vacate
thatpost.

W e are aleo seeking nom Mations for the post of Treasurey, G eneral Secretary and M anagem ent Comm itee
M em bers. The M anagem ent Com m ittee m est siX tin es a year and ithas been decided to ncrease the num be
of m em bers by mviting branches and A rea Councils to nom nate delegates from their own particular area.
Conference delegates are nvited to subm it theirnom ineesno laterthan in m ediately afterthe lunch break .

G eneral Secretary - G eorge H enderson O BE

A syoumay be aw are G eorge stood as a candidate for the Soottdish Senior C iHzens Unity Party, unforimately
he wasn'table to w In a list seat forthe Lothians , N evertheless he has to be congmatulated forputting up a cou-
1ageous cam paign on behalf all senior citizens and it is t© be hoped that w hoever takes over the Scottish Par-
liam entw ill recognise  that the pensioner’s m ovem ent w ill continue to gatherm om entum and w ill no longer]
quietly acceptcrum bs from the rich m an'’s @ble.

Regrettably G eorge is unable to be considered for re-election as he is sending down from his post of G eneral]
Secretary, but he w il rem ain a m em ber of SPA and w ill continue t© project the ain s and am bitons of pen-
sioner's organisations through his involvem entw ith the N ational Pensioner's Convention.W e w ish hin every
success.

Tomm v's Stall

Tommy Carson our Social Convenorw ill be saffing our sall at the entrance to the conference hall. He has
m ade all the entertainm ent arrangem ents and w hilst the perform ers are seeking only a nom nal charge to cover]
expenses ete, those costs have to be m et out of 1im ited funds. He is asking everyone to contrbute as gener-
ougly as possible by purchasing raffle tickets, donations are also sought from the sale of Caps and Tshirts.
These articles of clothing nom ally se1l for £10 50, but Tommy is asking only £5.00 forboth. So ther’'s a
chance to pick up a bargain.

A leo availdble is the cunent issue of M ature Tines, there is no charge for this new soaper; but a donation
would be very welcom e.

Y ou w illnotice a num ber of other stalls around the banqueting hall, there is som ething of Interest to all. Please
vigitthem and @k to those In charge




Presdent’s R eport

G ood m oming delegates and visitors w elcom e to the Scottish Pensions A ssociation 70h A nniversary A nnuall
Conference. An opporunity to renew old acquaintances, and m ake new friends. I reiteate what Thave said In
the past, use this day not just for conference business, but also t© discuss w ith otherm em bers w hat is happen-
g 1 theirbranches and perhaps pick up som e ponnters thatm ay be usefiil in yourow n branch

Sadly, as your President this ism y Jast conference and of course my last report. Iw illm iss the cut and thmu
of pining w ith our sister organisations in our discussions w ith W estm Inster Parliam entarians and m em bers of
the Scottdsh Parliam ent n ourattem ptto alleviate the digparity n the quality of life experienced by the elderty.
W e have the deserved recognition as a regpected credible organisation recognised by Parliam ents both atW est-
m Insterand H olyrood and kindred pensioner’s groups throughout the United K ingdom .

W e now have parttin e paid adm mistrative saff, enabled by a generous bequest by cne of ocur Jate m em bers
butw e stdll have to operate w ith 1im ied finances. M ajor funding agencies have been approached on a regu
bagis w ith no success. W e have to r=ly on som e an all grants from a few local authorities, the Scottsh Secon-
dary School Teachers A ssociation and ourm em ber’'s contributions am ounting t© just £2 30 annually or4% p
per w eek, but that is not preventing us from further depleting curm eagre savings. W hilst our C onstitution al-
Jow s foran honorarim to be paid to the President, Treasurey, and G eneral Secretary, no one has acoepted any
paym ent over the past eight years. I ask delegates to bring this report to your branch m em bership w ith a view
to discussing our financial position and perhaps offering advice and assistance to yourelected officials.

SPA has an outsanding history as a m ovem ent that has been stongly linked to the trade unions and other]
w orkIng class organisations, but ithas also reached out to other sectors of Scottish society. O ver 70 years ago
its originalm em bers w ere m otivated to actby the extrem ely Iow level of state pensions. The grinding poverty
of the 1930sm ay be In the pastbut the issue isasalive today as itw as then, n Scotland, butalso m the UK asa
whole.

Society is disfigured by poverty and inequalities, but a larger proportion of older people suffer from low in-
com es than does any other population group . A s pecple get older and frailer so the burden tensifies. There
are higher levels of benefits dependency and difficultes In m aintaining a social and sociable life, known today
as social exclusion.

O £ course the picture is notalldark, there have been in provem ents. Scotland has its ow n Parliam ent, yetpen-
sion’s policy continues to be determ lned at W estm Inster. State pensions say low and current govemm ent pro-
posals 2]l far shortof w hat isneeded.

Pensions are only partof this scenaric . There is an underlying ageism in our society, for instance age discrim i-
nation in the NH S . Privatisation of this or that public utility offen com es to m ean a loss of sexvice, and people
being charged forw hatw as fiee at the tim e itw as required . The sw Ingeing costof travel nsurance forthe eld-
erly hasputholidaying abroad ocutof reach fora vastnum berof those over65 years.

Iwantto offermy shecere thanks to allw ho have assisted m e In m y period as your President, ithasbeen a Iong
hard slog butw e have m any achievem ents to be thankfiil for and hopefiilly m anty m ore w ill be attained in the
futire. Iwish the new Presidentevery success and trustthata new M anagem entTeam working w ith renew ed
energy and co-operation w ill project the Scottsh Pensions A ssociation to new and greater heights. Though T
am relhquishing the r=ins Tam availble to assistand o offeradvice if required.

Th the m eantim e have a good conference and retum to your hom es w ith renew ed vigour and determ nation to
succeed.

John C W ilson, N ational President
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