Campa

June 2007
Issue 12

ign!

The NPC’s monthly bulletin for activists in the pensioners’ movement

Referendum
votes will greet
new PM

Blackpool 2007
in fighting spirit
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In response to
this demand, the
NPC has called a
national rally and

ber 10 when lobby of Parlia-
Gordon Brown ment for Wednes-
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Minis- National will be to
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age ref- 2007 rights, in
erendum. line with the Pen-

Plans are cur-
rently being made
to ensure that
days after Mr
Brown takes of-
fice, a delegation
will take over
75,000 voting
papers to Down-
ing Street.

An overwhelm-
ing 98% of voters
believed the gov-
ernment’s policies
on pensions,
health care, con-
cessionary travel,
council tax and
post offices were
failing Britain's
elderly and in
need of urgent
reform.

sioners’ Charter.

A range of
speakers includ-
ing politicians,
union officials,
health experts
and academics
will address a rally
from 12 noon in
the Methodist
Central Hall, West-
minster - before
campaigners go
over to the House
of Commons to
lobby their MPs.

Details of a peti-
tion, model letter,
Early Day Motion
and other cam-
paign materials
will be available
shortly.

ver 2000
delegates
from

across the country
packed the Winter
Gardens in Black-
pool, for the start
of the 15th Na-
tional Pensioners’

Parliament on May &

8.

During the open-
ing session,
speakers ex-
pressed their sur-
prise and anger
that the Labour
government had
been unable to
find a substitute to
attend in place of
Hazel Blears MP,
who was at a fu-
neral, and dele-
gates were en-
couraged to write
to the Prime Minis-
ter.

After Conserva-
tive Nigel Water-
son MP and Lib-
eral Democrat
David Laws MP
outlined their re-
spective views,
there was a unani-
mous vote to only
support candi-
dates in elections

-

who pledged to
tackle the serious
problems of pen-
sions, health care
and concessionary
travel faced by
millions of older
people.

During the three-
day event, dele-
gates also passed
six parliamentary-
style Bills on hous-
ing, lifelong learn-
ing, healthy living,
public services,
national insurance
and the NHS.

Specialist cam-
paigh sessions on
the last morning,
also dealt with
tackling poverty,
the right to free
travel, dignity in
care and the me-
dia (see over).

The event ended

E 3

with a detailed
analysis of the
failings of the gov-
ernment’s existing
pensions’ policy
from the NPC's
patron, Prof Alan
Walker of Sheffield
University.

Joe Harris, NPC
general secretary
said: “The Pen-
sioners’ Patlia-
ment is a truly
unique event in
the pensioner
movement's calen-
dar, ena-
bling
people to
have

The
Pensioners’
Parliament
remains the
largest and
most
influential
gathering of
older people
in the

country
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For copies of the
Bills passed at

their say,
shape
policies
and dis-

the Pensioners’
Parliament 2007
contact the NPC
office

cuss campaigns.”
2008's event will
be from 3-5 June.
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Campaign
Dates

June 26-27 - NPC
Biennial Delegate
Conference, Not-
tingham University.
Delegates from the
NPC’s national and
regional affiliates
will elect the Con-
vention's officers
for the coming two
years and consider
a series of motions
on various issues.

September 3 - Half-
day conference on
Pensioners’ Rights
aimed at minority
elders, 2-5pm,
Leeds Town Hall.
For further informa-
tion contact the
NPC.

October 24 - NPC
Lobby of Parliament
for Pensioners’
Rights. Rally at 12
noon in the Meth-
odist Central Hall,
Westminster fol-
lowed by a lobby of
MPs in the House
of Commons.
Speakers invited
include Kate Hoey
MP, Kelvin Hopkins
MP, Mark Serwotka
PCS, Billy Hayes
CWU, Pauline Ford
RCN and Prof Alan
Walker. For further
information contact
the NPC.

Survey will show
social care crisis

his month
the NPC will
launch a

new survey on the
issue of social
care.

state of social
care across Eng-
land by canvass-
ing both local
councils and pen-
sioners who are

As a result, only
those with critical
needs are receiv-
ing any help; the
cost of which var-
ies depending on

Evidence from the local authority.  paying for the ser-
around the coun- Recent cases vice.”
try already sug- have also shown ‘It is highly likely

that services that
were once classed
as health care -
and provided free
- are now being
described as so-
cial care and are
subject to means-
testing,

Dr Mary Parkin-
son, NPC health
advisor said: “The
aim of the survey
is to find out the

gests that many
local authorities
are tightening the
access to social
care for those with
low, moderate and
substantial needs
because of lack of
funds, forcing
thousands of older
people to rely on
family and friends
to provide their
care.

NPC takes action
over the media

ensioners
and the
media was

just one of the
lively campaign
sessions at this
year's Pensioners’
Parliament.

Vivian White
from BBC's Pano-
rama programme

that the survey will
show that social
care is now in cri-
sis and despetr-
ately in need of
additional govern-
ment funding.”
The NPC will use
the evidence from
the surveys to
highlight its cam-
paign for free
long-term and
social care for all.

best to advise
groups about get-
ting their message
into their local
media.

A special meet-
ing to look at the
role of the media
and how to use it
is also being con-
sidered.

ested in covering
the event at Black-
pool when they
thought there
would be a row
between Hazel
Blears and the
audience.

In the absence
of Ms Blears, the
media clearly lost

explained the in-  interest. Pat Healy, NPC
ner workings of Following the vice president
the modern media concern ex- said: “Publicity is

and gave a num-
ber of useful tips
for getting into the
news.

But delegates
recoghised that
the media had
only been inter-

pressed by many
pensioners at this
lack of media cov-
erage, the NPC
now intends to
discuss with re-
tired journalists
and the NUJ how

one of the keys to
raising public
awareness and
pressure for pen-
sioners’ demands;
SO we must try to
get our message
in the headlines.”

Ageism
and
learning

tthe end
of May,
the NPC

met with Bill Ram-
mell, minister for
lifelong learning,
to discuss the
scrapping of con-
cessionary fees
for pensioners
taking adult edu-
cation courses.

Following guid-
ance from the
National Institute
for Adult Continu-
ing Education
(NIACE), many
colleges were
wrongly advised
that it would be
illegal to offer con-
cessionary fees
on the grounds of
age.

But in the meet-
ing with the NPC,
Mr Rammell said:
‘Age related fee
concessions may
be ohjectively jus-
tified where they
are a proportion-
ate means of
achieving a legiti-
mate aim.”

The Convention
is now keen to
ensure that col-
leges
do not
use the
NIACE
guide-
lines as
a way of
saving money, by
ending their age-
related conces-
sions and intro-
ducing means-
tested discounts
instead.

If you know anyone
who would like to
receive this
bulletin, send their
details to the NPC




